
Presidents Report 2013/14 
 
Our club has completed a very successful year with high membership numbers, good 
attendance at our club events, a very successful Track & Field State Championships and very 
good attendance and performance at the year's National, Regional and world 
Championships. 
 
We have made important administrative changes to the club, firstly to change the financial 
year to July 1 to June 30, and secondly to change the membership year to align with the 
calendar year. These will eliminate distortions in our financial reporting, and remove a range 
of problems that were caused when membership renewal coincided with State and National 
Championships. We also added a $10 joining fee to cover the one-off admin costs for new 
members, and to act as an incentive for members to renew on time. Implementing these 
changes has been quite complex and thanks go to Geoff Brayshaw, Peggy Macliver and 
Barbara Blurton for making it happen. 
 
Following debate at last year’s AGM on the subject of communication, the club initiated a 
major survey seeking your opinion on how well we communicate. We were gratified that 
nearly 70% of you rated our communication good or very good. We noted your comments 
and instigated 3 improvement measures – publicize committee decisions directly affecting 
members, send important information out by email, and have club flyers available at Sunday 
runs to give to members of the public. Thanks to Hamish McLeod, our website has been 
further improved making it very simple to access information, results and archives. 
Also supported by survey results we changed to bi-monthly Vetrun with more focus on 
interesting articles. The numbers of members using online membership and online State 
Champs entry continues to rise, reducing the admin burden of Treasurer, Registrar and 
Championship Director. 
 
During the year we forged a strong relationship with Parkrun and this has led to new 
members and a big increase in the numbers of visitors at our runs, with a record 29 at 
Herdsman. 
 
Our track and field athletes had another successful year. Twenty One athletes travelled to 
Brazil for the World Championships and brought back 39 medals, while our athletes won a 
massive total of 97 medals at the Oceania Championships in Bendigo. I would like also to 
recognize our two world record breakers during the year, Byrony Glass in the Weight Throw, 
and David Carr in the 800m and 2000m Steeplechase. The club supported our throwers in a 
motion to AMA to ensure that pentathlons are always included in National championships. 
This was supported in a national survey, and AMA now proposes that Nationals will be a 4 
day event with pentathlons. The number of our throwers has diminished in the last two 
years, but with the re-establishment of the winter throws group, Damien Hanson is keen to 
rebuild. 
 
This year Richard Danks will relinquish his role as Handicapper and we welcome his 
replacement Tristan Bell. Richard has worked hard on the handicaps systems and made 
them as fair as possible. We also farewell Sandra Stockman as Clothing Official who has 



done an excellent job over two years to promote the full range of the club clothing that we 
offer. 
 
We appointed Elaine Dance to the new role of Social Official. Numbers at our social events 
have declined in the last few years and we are sure that Elaine will re-kindle interest in this 
very important element of the clubs activities. 
 
The Perth 2016 team reports that considerable background work has already been 
completed, but that negotiations are continuing to obtain approvals and funding required 
for the upgrade of the second track at ECAC to a standard required by World Masters 
Athletics. It is expected that these negotiations will be finalised in the near future. The Perth 
2016 team is also working closely with Athletics WA on the competition management and 
other WMA requirements to ensure the event will be a success. The members of the team -  
Geoff Brayshaw, Richard Blurton, Bob and Lynne Schickert will be at the AGM and members 
can ask any questions of them. 
 
The club reached 40 years old earlier this year and to celebrate we held a special breakfast 
after the McCallum Lakes run in February, which also marked the launch of Christine 
Oldfield’s book on the club, Right from the Start. 
 
Finally I wish to thank all members of the committee for their efforts this year but it was 
disappointing that two very hard working and competent club Secretaries resigned. There 
are many other members of our club who assist but appreciation and special thanks to 
Barbara and Richard Blurton , Hamish McLeod, Gillian Young and Vic Waters. 
 
I also urge the younger members of our club to consider nominating for the committee as 
they are the future of our club and ask the older members to support and assist the young 
members in this regard.  
 
I also ask that all members make an effort to attend the AGM to be held on the 27th August 
2014.   
 
 
Paul Hughes 
President 


